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been, in the reign of Louis XV. The Liberals were
very glad to pardon him his coup d'etat in 1772,
and the philosophers looked upon him as one of their
followers. The most fashionable ladies loved and
admired him; he used to write to them regularly.
He was well educated, witty, generous, fond of
luxury, the fine arts, and pleasure, and there was
about him something very sympathetic, original, and
attractive.

In 1784, as during his first visit, all classes of
French society gave him the warmest welcome. At
the theatre he was cheered; and if he arrived after
the piece was begun, the actors would go back and
commence it anew. At the supper-tables of the
Countesses of Boufflers and La Marck, of the Duchess
of La Valliere, of the Princesses of Lamballe and
Croy, at the Richelieu and d'Aiguillon mansions, he
was received with the subtlest flattery and the most
delicate homage.

Never had the court and the town been more
attractive. Marie Antoinette was in the flower of
her beauty and her charm; the year before Louis
XVI. had signed a glorious peace which established
the independence of the United States, banished the
memories of the Seven Years' War, gave credit to the
arms and diplomacy of France, and showed its hon-
est and venerable King in the light of a moderate,
powerful, peace-loving monarch, an arbiter between
two worlds, a protector of liberty for many races.
Calonne's financial schemes inspired confidence in